
How to Become a 
Licensed Electrician

Untangling Some Alphabet Soup

The Application Process

Minimum Requirements

Apprenticeship Types

How to Apply

Pass the Aptitude Test

Excel the Interview

Next Steps

In addition, some local programs have additional requirements. Be sure to check in your 
area for anything else you may have to complete before applying for an apprenticeship. 

Start practicing at
least two weeks in

advance

Find the nearest
 IBEW local

Start the application
 process

Practice for the
 IBEW aptitude test

4-year 
program

2,000 hours of 
on-the-job 

training (OJT)

144
classroom

hours
A steady 
paycheck

The International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 

Workers (IBEW)

The Independent 
Electrical 

Contractors (IEC)

The Associated 
Builders and 

Contractors (ABC)

Dress for success –  a 
suit isn’t necessary, but 
wear nice slacks and a 
button-down shirt, 
clean shoes, and a fresh 
haircut (and shave). 

Make contact – offer a 
firm handshake, and 
look the panel in the eye 
when responding to 
their questions.

Be clear – answer 
questions directly, 
without rambling on 
and going off-topic.

Practice — ask some
friends to conduct a

panel interview, so you
can get used to

answering questions in
front of a group of

people

Take an online 
math

refresher course

Take an IBEW 
practice course

STEP 2
STEP 4

STEP 1

STEP 5

STEP 6

Meet minimum
requirements

Submit application

Take the aptitude 
test

Participate in an 
interview

Wait on eligible 
list

Start apprenticeship

STEP 3

There are four different types of IBEW apprenticeships

Completed high school 
education, passed a GED, 

or completed a 2-year 
Associate Degree or 

higher

Completed one year
 of high school algebra

Be 18 or older

Inside wireman Outside lineman Residential wireman
Telecommunications
 installer technician

Requirements

3 Organizations
Offer

Apprenticeships

Review the 
qualifications 

and 
requirements.

Submit an application 
for the apprenticeship 

program.

Find the IBEW 
local union in your 

area.

Glossary

National Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee. 
Used to be nationally responsible for the electrical 
industry training.

NJATC

partnership between IBEW and NECA that oversees 
apprenticeship training. Replaced the NJATC as the 
designated institute for this purpose.

Electrical Training Alliance

Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee. Also a joint effort of 
the local IBEW and NECA. Oversees the electrical training and 
hiring process. Receives guidance from the Electrical Training 
Alliance but has its local independent set of regulations.

JATC

IBEW 

IBEW Local

NECA

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. The 
largest electrical industry labor union, representing about 
775,000 electrical workers and retirees.

The local IBEW branch, this always includes a number, 
such as IBEW Local 47. It coordinates the IBEW 
electrical activities in a certain geographical area.

National Electrical Contractors Association. This US 
trade association represents the $130 billion/year 
electrical contracting industry and works to advance the 
electrical contracting industry.


