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FSOT Test

The FSO exam is divided 
into 4 sections covering a 

wide range of topics: (1) Job 
knowledge, (2)

situational judgment, (3) 
English expression, and (4) 

English essay writing.

Job Knowledge Test

You will have 40 minutes 
to answer 60 questions 

covering a wide range of
subject matter

Situational Judgment Test

You will have 42 minutes 
to answer 28 questions 

covering 28 scenarios and 
four

or five possible responses.

Written Essay

You will have 50 
minutes to answer 65 
questions testing you 

in all manners of
English.

English Expression

You will have 25 minutes 
to write a well-written, 

concise, 2,800-character 
essay.

Read the 
Newspaper

Take the FSOT 
Practice Test

Double-Check 
Your Online 

Materials

Practice Multiple 
Choice Questions

Find a Study 
Buddy

FSOT

Foreign Service Exam

Foreign Service Officer Exam

Foreign Service Test

FSOT Exam

US Foreign Service Exam

Foreign Officer Test

Pearson VUE FSOT

Foreign Service 
Officer Test

FSOT Written Exam

FSO Test

FSO Exam

 Register for the FSOT

Oral Assessment Suitability Review Panel

Medical and Security 
Clearances

 The RegisterQualifications Evaluation
 Panel (QEP)

Take the FSOTChoose a career path

931 3 5 7

2 4 6 9

Answer the 
questions you 

know first

When in 
doubt, 

eliminate and 
guess

 Read the 
directions 
carefully

Practice 
writing 

2,800-charact
er essays

 Be aware of 
the time

1 2 3 4 5

Every 12 months

Retake Policy

Pearson VUE centers

Test Location

Multiple-choice

 Test Format

$5 Fee

Cost

3 Test windows

Test Schedule

Taken on a 
computer

Test Materials

Costs $5153 questions and
 scenarios

3 hours to
 complete

4 sections 3 times a year No calculators


